[Use of endoprosthesis in the treatment of airway pathology].
In patients affected by benign or malignant inoperable airway obstructions, therapeutical options include endoscopic treatment by Nd-YAG laser therapy, tracheobronchial dilatations with rigid or flexible bronchoscope, and inflating balloon dilators. Metal self-expanding or silicone stents allow to obtain stable results. Our experience is based on the use of 14 stents (10 Dumon and 4 Wallstent) in 13 cases of stenosis either due to vegetating malignant tumours not amenable to surgery or benign stenosis. In the following 24-48 hours both subjective and objective changes of the pulmonary function, blood gas analysis and radiologic aspects were observed. The results showed an improvement in the respiratory parameters and a sensible improvement in the quality of life.